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Location: Plymouth, Britain

My role: Church worker in the 
community

My call: A call to serve that has led 
me overseas and now in the UK

Continued over the page

The call in action

Dear friends,

It’s been a busy summer… 
Part of the summer was taken up with projects that aimed to 

reach families who struggle with the long summer holidays. This is 
why Churches Together in Devonport supported and took part in a 
Plymouth wide project called “Feast of Fun”. Across Plymouth, 2500 
meals were served with over 40 events held and 17 churches taking 
part. Devonport joined this initiative, helped by funds raised from 
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Pyrford. 

Using the wonderful facilities in the local Salvation Army hall, we 
were able to provide food and put on activities for mums and their 
young children. We found there was a niche for such a group and 
so were able to provide suitable toys and a good environment for 
toddlers and babies to enjoy. Summer can be difficult for some when 
there is no school and regular meals are not provided. The Devonport 
project was held for four Mondays while other groups chose different 
days including breakfasts on Saturdays, meaning that families could 
attend more than one group. In Devonport, people were very excited 
about the shepherd’s pie and jelly and ice cream on offer!

Some of the money went on buying suitable toys for our toddlers 
and babies. This is now a great resource and available for people 
to use if needed. Due to the success of this venture, there are 
discussions as to how we can take this forward for the coming year 
including possibly holding activities during the half-term weeks. 
Watch this space!

Work club
I am pleased to report that we are on a secure footing financially 

and that one of our long-standing members, someone who has 
attended the work club for almost all of its entire existence, 
has now found employment! This young man has faced many 
difficulties in his life and has now found a suitable place to live 
alongside a job. We have been able to help him with managing 
his money, which he now has more of than he has ever had, and 
support him as he gets used to working regular hours. This has 
been such an encouragement for us and gives us hope for others 
who also struggle to find suitable work.  

City College
The new term at City College is well under way. Following the 

appointment of a new chaplain, a new team has been created to 
work with the College to provide support for the 15,000 full and 
part-time students and staff that make up City College. After a 
difficult time last year, which resulted in redundancies and loss of 
some courses, the College (with the help of the new principal) has 
made a positive start to the new term. Good contacts were made 
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during Freshers’ Week and an all faiths prayer room has been 
created. Plans for this term include a carol service, something that 
is always popular, and the remembrance service. This is usually well 
attended because of the connection at the college to the armed 
services and acknowledging that much of Plymouth life is deeply 
interwoven with naval connections.

While it is not possible to have a full time presence at the 
College, our new chaplain Rev Keith Robus, our new youth worker 
and I are able to visit on a regular weekly basis. We have been 
welcomed into the College’s health and wellbeing initiative, 
which is being offered to support students at all stages of their 
life at the College and to help where needed. 

School life…
My position as chair of governors has had its challenges 

over the past year. This term has started well even though 
redundancies were necessary last term. The atmosphere is good 
and the school is dealing with less children this year. The main 
reason for this is the redevelopment of some of the housing 
areas on the estate. The numbers have decreased by 40 with 
more expected and school income has dropped dramatically 
for the time being, but the new build project is expected to last 
at least two years; however, as we know, these things always 
take longer than planned. The houses will be family dwellings 
and some flats and will certainly enhance community life. 
Meanwhile, we wait for building to start and for new families 
to move back onto the estate. 

Welcome Simon!
Thanks to the generosity of supporters, we have been able 

to employ a youth worker. His name is Simon and he will 
be working in the area for 20 hours a week, working at City 
College in the chaplaincy team and starting new projects in 
Devonport. 

Please continue to pray for Devonport and for all the 
activities going on. Pray also for the connections that are 
being made and for the good start that has been made at City 
College. 

Thank you for all your prayers and support

Ruth

Photos from top to bottom: Summer can be difficult for some when there is no 
school and regular meals are not provided so the Devonport project was held over four 
Mondays providing much-needed food; fun activities for young children; City College; 
Devonport library.

GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England  Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 

You can give to Ruth at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/sayers

Contact details:  
ruthmsayers@gmail.com

If you would like to discuss your mailings with us or to receive this link letter on a regular 
basis, please email supporter.care@churchmissionsociety.org or call 01865 787400

CMS on social media: Are you on social media? Wanting to connect more 
with mission and God’s kingdom and join our vibrant community? Then 
follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: 
www.facebook.com/churchmissionsociety 
twitter.com/cmsmission and www.instagram.com/churchmissionsociety
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