
Name: Ruth Sayers 

Location: Plymouth, Britain

My role: Church worker in the 
community

My call: A call to serve that has led 
me overseas and now in the UK

Continued over the page

The call in action

To friends and supporters,

We are well into the New Year and I am very aware that looking 
back, the last year has been busy and challenging. Many good things 
have happened and many encouragements while working here in 
Devonport. 

City College
We now have a regular chaplaincy team made up of Rev. Keith 

Robus, chaplain, with Simon our new youth worker and me as the two 
assistants. As a team we have committed to regular times spent at the 
college. The college is in the process of decorating and furnishing a 
space for us to use that will enable students and staff to come to have 
confidential conversations or to just be in a quiet area away from the 
bustle of being a student. The chaplaincy will be part of the wellbeing 
team and will work with those involved in the welfare of the students. 
This is an exciting opportunity and we are open to see where this role 
leads. The chaplaincy will continue to hold events during the year. In 
the past these have included Remembrance, carol services etc., and 
working with other departments in the college we can make these 
opportunities significant. 

Some of you may remember back in June last year, two cyclists from 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, Pyrford, took part in a sponsored 
bike ride to raise funds for the work in Devonport, riding 
from Pyrford to Plymouth in one of the wettest weeks 
of the year. The Work Club greatly benefitted from this 
amazing feat as well as three other local projects. The 
final amount raised has just come in and we are grateful 
to all who sponsored this ride and especially for Eldon and 
Ian whose idea it was and for their support for us here in 
Devonport. 

Work Club continues to grow and develop, and in 
February we celebrate our seventh birthday. Finance has 
continued to come in and with the help of the bike ride 
our finances are secure for some while yet. The average 
attendance has been between 20 and 23 over the last 
months including an average of one new person each 
week. Volunteers are an essential part of this project and 
we are always on the lookout for anyone who thinks this 
is something they could help with. 

STOP PRESS
Simon Applebee has started as a youth worker for 

Devonport. He is a talented young person who has 
trained for youth work and has committed 20 hours a 
week to Devonport. Funding for his post has also come 
in and there is support for the next three years. This 
is a vision of Churches Together which has now been 
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fulfilled. I have spent much time looking at his funding and God has been faithful in providing. This is a post for 
three years and is supported by a generous donation and the local churches. 

Feast of Fun
Last year we were able to take part in the Feast of Fun 

that was part of the Transforming Plymouth Together 
initiative that was embraced by the churches in the 
area. Feast of Fun aimed to tackle food poverty during 
the school holidays. Planning for this year has started 
and I am looking at how we can take this idea forward 
in Devonport. There will be funding available to do this 
and we hope to reach families in Devonport and the 
surrounding area by providing food and activities during 
the summer. 

Riverside School visits continue alongside my role as 
chair of governors. After redundancies the school has 
started the year well despite the cuts. We expect more 
in the coming months as houses on the estate are being 
knocked down ready for a rebuilding programme. Riverside 
School is on a large housing estate in an area of deprivation 
and we are able to support families who often struggle to meet 
their children’s needs. Last year the school was able to help 
families during the holidays by providing “summer school”. This 
included outdoor activities, crafts and a meal at lunchtime and 
it is planned that the programme will run again this year. 

For mission partners like me, work is only possible with the 
help of our generous supporters. Many pray and many give very 
generously towards the work of CMS and their mission partner. 
My supporting churches continue to help financially and it is a 
privilege to meet with them and encourage them in this support. 
In the last few months I have been able to visit several churches to 
talk about Devonport and the work of CMS in general. 

Update on the tower blocks
Work is well underway in replacing the cladding on three tower 

blocks in Devonport. After a petition and much discussion, it was 
finally agreed that the cost would be covered by central funds and 
work has begun. The windows are being replaced alongside the 
cladding and at the moment all the tower blocks are surrounded by 
scaffolding. 

There are many needs for prayer and often it is for funding to 
provide activities and people. Our God is a faithful God and knows 
what is needed. Please pray that this summer we can hold the 
activities we have planned and that we have enough volunteers to 
help.

Thank you for your partnership with Devonport.

Ruth
Photos from top to bottom: Work Club seventh 

birthday; fun being had by two little ones at Feast of 
Fun; Simon, our new youth worker

GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England  Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 

You can give to Ruth at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/sayers

Contact details:  
ruthmsayers@gmail.com

If you would like to discuss your mailings with us or to receive this link letter on a regular 
basis, please email supporter.care@churchmissionsociety.org or call 01865 787400

Lent appeal: Every day, your Christian brothers and sisters face 
discrimination, physical attacks and the threat of being imprisoned for their 
faith. This Lent, you can help Christians move from weeping to rejoicing by 
giving to CMS at churchmissionsociety.org/lent


