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The call in action

Dear friends and supporters,

Christmas will soon be here. How different this year has been; 
but perhaps we could say that one of the things that is constant 
is the love shown to us by the coming of Jesus into our broken 
world. Faith, love and hope are the constants we can hang on to, 
especially at this time. The birth of Christ reminds us of the hope 
that only Jesus can give and that the birth of the Son of God brings 
to us. None of us, whatever we do or are involved in, can escape the 
effects and the consequences of a country facing a crisis. This is 
very apparent in Devonport, where unemployment and deprivation 
are increasing. 

The south west has had low levels of infection, but in recent 
weeks the numbers have been climbing and the capacity in the 
local hospital is progressively being used up. Rising levels of 
infection are affecting the daily lives of the people who live here. 
The school where I am chair of governors had its first case just 
before half term, so many of the younger children had to be sent 
home. The school has handled the last months very well and the 
majority of our children have settled back into a routine, although 
a different one. Christmas at school will be different from last 
year but there is still a spirit of optimism among the staff and the 
children. 

Our youth worker, Simon, has been 
able to continue working with young 
people. He is setting up youth groups 
but due to the COVID-19 situation 
they are smaller groups. He is trying 
to visit schools but at present schools 
are not welcoming visitors, though 
contact is being maintained. During 
the lockdown Simon encouraged 
young people to help him deliver 
food in Devonport. He was able to 
hire delivery bikes and used this 
to engage young people and to 
keep in touch with those he knows. 
Simon is producing a mental health 
program for City College to help 
young people. City College is a 
college of further education and 
there is a team of chaplains that includes Simon 
and I. We are ably led by Rev Keith Robus from Stoke 
Damerel Church. I am writing this after attending 
the remembrance event. It was very scaled down 
with about 40 people attending in the main hall. This 
event has been very well attended in previous years 
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Photos from top to bottom: Beautiful Devon on a day out; Remembrance at 
City College – the chaplaincy team with the head of student services
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and this year it was live streamed into classrooms. Despite the 
circumstances, it was still very moving. 

My work has been greatly impacted, especially with the work 
club. Due to the library closures, our work club is not operating 
in the usual way. Our coordinator, Alison, is holding one-
to-one sessions in the office of her other job, with bookable 
appointments. There is limited access for members, but we are on 
the end of a phone. We are unable to have our drop-in sessions 
and so the opportunities that the social side of the work club 
provides are missed. I am looking for a new venue and for funds 
to open for two days a week. We will need more volunteers and 
computers as well. The need is even greater now and we are trying 
to develop this programme further, in an attempt to address the 
higher than ever unemployment rates.  

As we face the next few months, there is the opportunity to 
think out of the box. We need to look at how we can operate and 
to look for new opportunities. The free school meals programme 
is one way we could help, and I am currently 
looking at ways to make this happen. We are 
looking for a venue, funding and volunteers, and 
hope to start a project in time for the Christmas 
holidays. The local council have been approached 
and have given us a positive response and this is 
being taken forward. There are many programmes 
to supply food across the city, and as Churches 
Together we are working with these programmes 
to support families and young people. I am aware, 
too, that there are others who will be on their own 
this Christmas and the usual programmes that aim 
to provide for these people are not happening this 
year. I believe the church has a role to play here too. 

What will the New Year hold? This is a question 
that none of us can answer but we can look forward 
with hope. I am reminded that it is the hope Christ 
gives that assures us of a future and that whatever 
life gives us can be faced. 

Thank you for all the support during this past year. 
I pray that you all will have a good Christmas and a 
blessed New Year. 

Thank you for all your support and prayers. 

Ruth

Photos from top to bottom: Simon with a delivery bike during the second 
lockdown; A normal Christmas at Stoke Damerel.
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Hope up close: we’ve created a flexible Christmas carol event to help 
you bring the hope of Jesus in your community. It works online or in 
person, in your street, your household or your church. Download all 
you need at churchmissionsociety.org/hopeupclose 
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