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The call in action

Dear friends and supporters,

This year seems to be going by very quickly. We are already in 
August and into the school holidays. Another strange year with 
lockdowns, opening up and to wear or not to wear a mask! In the 
last few months, I was able to visit the school where I am chair of 
governors, and the head is longing for things to return to normal, 
whatever that means. I am not sure we know what normal is but 
I do know that school in particular has been through a difficult 
six months. Even though many children have come through the 
challenges of continuing their education during a pandemic, there 
are some who will need to catch up and most of all, develop socially 
in a school atmosphere. It would be very easy to tell you what we 
have not been able to do, like sports day with parents, or limited 
residentials for year fours, but there have been some opportunities 
for the children which they will remember for the future. Some 
children, for example, thanks to the government, now have a 
computer at home!!!  

Work club
The work club, for me, has been one of the challenges of the 

pandemic. It is desperately needed, especially here in Devonport, 
but due to library closures, we have not been able to operate in 
our usual space. Fortunately, our coordinator has been able to 
phone and email members from 
her other office. She has also been 
able to see a few members, socially 
distanced, and to help people with 
benefit claims. It has been very 
hard and has meant that our usual 
drop-in work club has not been 
able to operate. Currently I am in 
the process of negotiating with the 
council as to how we can restart the 
work club, despite the limited library 
opening hours. We do not know what 
the future plans are for the library, or 
how we can serve the unemployed 
in Devonport. Your prayers would be 
appreciated as we seek a way forward 
with this. 

Food programme
The food programme continued up until the May 

half term. We are aware of families that still need 
support and have a small store we can use when 
necessary. Collectively, as Churches Together in 
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Devonport, we decided that during the summer we would 
have a break and reassess the situation at the beginning of 
the autumn term. We are limited for space as we do not know 
whether the library space can continue to be used and as 
with the work club, much of what we can offer is dependent 
on the library space. Struggling families have benefitted 
from our food distribution and we have relied on the schools 
for recommendations for those who are in need. We are 
building on the contacts we have made and hope to start 
further activities soon. 

Music teaching
I have been able to restart my music teaching at 

Stonehouse Music School. I have a couple of new pupils 
but lost some while we were in lockdown. There is a lot of 
catching up to do and at least one of my pupils is preparing 
for an exam. 

Devon has been overwhelmed with visitors this 
summer. Many have taken holidays in the UK, and Devon 
and Cornwall are feeling the effects of this. While we 
welcome the tourists, and for many local industries and 
retail opportunities this time is essential to help their 
businesses survive, we notice the traffic and the queues 
that are much longer than usual. COVID has been more 
dominant in the last months and this has affected the schools, 
with many pupils as well as their teachers being at home. The 
school holidays are a welcome relief for both students and staff 
and we pray that September will be easier for all. 

Other news
St Aubyn’s Church is celebrating its 250th anniversary 

in September. The church has been a Christian presence in 
Devonport for a long time and there will be celebrations led by 
our bishop with a service, exhibition and a meal. 

Simon, our youth worker, will be taking a well-deserved break 
during the summer holidays. We are committed to supporting 
him for another year. We would value your prayers for continued 
funding for him. 

Thank you for all your support and prayer during these last 
months. 

Ruth
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